WHAT SYMBOLS MEAN
These are some of the symbols you
may have seen on the goods you
buy. They are not environmental
claims - they simply provide useful
information.

GLASS

Please put this in a Bottle Bank
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TIDYMAN
Please dispose of this carefully and
thoughtfully; do not litter

METALS

Recyclable steel
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Recyclable aluminium

PLASTICS

This identifies the type of plastic
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MOBIUS LOOP

This is capable of being recycled

MOBIUS LOOP WITH
PERCENTAGE

This contains x% of recycled material
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Use of the symbol is voluntary. Some
goods contain recycled material but do not
carry it. Recycled content does not mean it
is necessarily better for the environment
and it is often inappropriate, particularly for
packaging used for food, toiletries and cos-
metics.

GREEN DOT
(but can be any colour)

This shows that a fee has been paid
for the recovery of the packaging in
some European countries.
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First fold here __

WHAT'S IN YOUR DUSTBIN EACH WEEK?

Total dustbin con-
tents = 16kg

Glass 4.2% l

Used packaging =
21% of total dustbin
contents

Paper & board 32.5% -

Plastics 12.7%

Flass bottles/ jars 4.0"1_‘

FACT: We also need
to recycle non-pack-
aging items. Even if

Kitchen/garden waste 30.3%

| Paper/board 6.4%

Plastic bottles, |
| pots, film 7.3% |

all the packaging

Textiles 4.6%

that can sensibly be
recycled is removed,

Ferrous metal 3.7%

| Metal cans, l
erosols, foil 3.3%]

more than 85% of the

Non-ferrous metal 1.4%

average dustbin’s
contents still

Other (shoes, plant pots,
dust etc) 10.6% ]

FACT: A typical family
generates 3 kg - 4 kg of

remains.

Source: Project Integra, Hampshire 1999. All figures
are kerbside collected waste, recyclables and residuals

used packaging a week,
and often the same
amount of food waste.
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INCPEN is a research organisation
set up in 1974 to study the
environmental and social impact of
packaging.

INCPEN
Industry Council for Packaging and the
Environment

Tenterden House, 3 Tenterden Street
London W1R 9AH
Tel: 020 7409 0949
Fax: 020 7409 0161

Email: jbickerstaffe@incpen.org
www.incpen.org

ISBN: 1901576 450  April 2001
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incpen

What you need to know
about packaging and
waste

Information for consumers
on recovering and recycling
used packaging




